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Summer Academy Exceeds Expectations 
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Endeavors 

Coming to the Skagit Valley College in mid-summer, you might have expected a quiet 
and deserted campus. Thanks to the support of our generous donors, and the hard 
work of numerous volunteers, staff, and interns, the Foundation for Academic Endeav-
ors Summer Academy was in full swing this July.  

Originally the goal was to serve 100 low income children, ages 3-16, from the Skagit 
Valley community, but when the community responded to the opportunity for the four
-week summer school program, registration topped out at just under 200 students.  

In partnership with Skagit Valley College (SVC) and local school districts, students were 
provided transportation to and from campus, plus two meals a day. Certified teachers 
worked with college interns, who themselves had come from the migrant community, 
to provide literacy, music, reading, science and engineering, and Phys-Ed to a small 
portion of the largest at-risk population in the Valley. Combined with field trips and 
visiting performers, the students experienced quality education and enrichment activi-
ties on the campus of the college that hopes to someday eagerly welcome them back 
as students.  

 

 

 

 

 

In a culture where more than one third of the Latino students do not graduate high 
school, the Summer Academy fills the much-needed gap during the summer months 
when skills can slide.  Migrant children are particularly at risk for this due to their fami-
lies being at work during the harvest season. Going back to school in the fall without 
having had the benefit of summer school puts them at a disadvantage that, over time, 
finds them too far behind to graduate.  

The upshot of inviting the children and their families to attend the Academy on the SVC 
campus is that students become familiar with the idea of college. “They’re not afraid of 
college— they’ve been to college,” explained one mother of students attending this 
year’s Academy. The motto on the t-shirts of the students says it all: “Aprende en tu 
Colegia”, or “Learn at your College.” Children were quick to smile and call this their 
“college school” as they happily enjoyed the campus classrooms, theater, and cafete-
ria.  

Plans for the 2017 FAE Summer Academy are well under way as the Foundation hopes 
to serve 250 students next summer. Funding for the Academy comes from the gener-
ous contributions of churches, community groups, grants, and donations. For more 
information on how you can be involved in giving, serving, and supporting, please  see 

our website at SkagitFAE.org or email us at SkagitFAE@gmail.com   

FAE is a non-profit organization; all contributions are tax-deductible.  

A young student at the Summer Academy 

Musician Nick Vigarino leads Summer Academy students in song  

Outdoor playtime! 
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ABC Summer Academy Story 

  By Gerardo, Grade  8 

An Amazing program this has been 

Because of the fun time I had with the people around me 

Courage was a major problem for me 

Deep moments that have happened this summer 

Edwardo is a great person and a good friend 

Food was really good 

Great friends I met in the Summer Academy 

Hope is an important part for the success of the group 

Israel is a great friend and I can’t wait to see him next year 

John helped me to understand the meaning of College 

Kind words will win a girls heart 

Lolita was really quiet but seemed like a really nice person 

Matilde was a great person and a great helper to everyone 

Never give up on the things you truly love 

One person can bring the down the whole group 

Peaches are really good 

Quantities of things I will miss from Summer Academy 

Roberto is really good at soccer 

Soccer helps me stay away from gangs, drugs, & alcohol 

The beautiful game is what I play 

University is something I have in mind 

Vegetables are really good for you 

Wonder where the group will be in five years 

X has meaning but I cannot make anything out of X 

Young people should be treated with respect 

Zebra bus took the younger kids home after school 

 

What Summer Academy  

Students Are Saying: 

In Science we made   models of sustainable cities with green roofs 
and streets. Then we poured water with pollutants over them to test our engineering. - Kimberly, grade 6  

I liked my teachers and 

my new friends and also 

taking home books 

 

Johanna, grade 4 
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I am working with 

FAE because I 

feel it is very 

important to give 

tools to all 

children and most 

important to 

develop the seeds 

of confidence 

that they can 

achieve a 

profession.” 

- Rosario Aquilar 

 

Meet FAE Board Member, Rosario Aguilar 
 

“Mi nombre es Rosario Aguilar y nací en México en 
una familia en la cual mi padre no hacia soñar con sus 
lecturas.  Siempre nos hablaba de que teníamos que 
estudiar y lo hice solo que terminé estudiando para 
abogado una profesión que todos querían menos yo.  

Hoy tengo una familia con cinco hijos, y mi esposo y 
yo siempre les estuvimos hablando que la mejor her-
encia que les podemos dejar es el estudio y tras ya 
tienen una profesión y que cada uno eligió.  

Y me faltan dos, que todos los días estoy hablando de 
lo mismo de mi padre me dijo y de lo que quieren 
lograr.  

Estoy trabajando en FAE porque para mi es muy im-
portante darle las herramientas a los niños y sobre 

todo sembrar la semilla de la confianza que ellos pueden lograr una profesión.”  

“My name is Rosario Aguilar and I was born in Mexico in a family in which my 
father had not dreamed of being able to further his studies. He always told us 
that we had to study, which I did until I finished law school. To become a lawyer 
was a profession that everyone else wanted for me but I didn’t want. 
 
Today I have a family of five children and my husband and I have always said 
that the most important legacy that we can give them is an education, and 
through that to find a profession that each would chose to have.  
 
There are two things that are most important to me. Every day I repeat what my 
father said to me , to study and achieve a profession but also that that my chil-
dren will have the opportunity to achieve what they want.  
 
I am working with FAE because I feel it is very important to give tools to all chil-
dren and most important to develop the seeds of confidence that they can 
achieve a profession.”  
 
Rosario is on the staff of El Camino de Emaús Lutheran serving as the secretary 
and treasurer. She served as the registrar of this Summer Academy 2016 devel-
oping application and registration procedures. As the registrar she communicat-
ed directly with the families whose children attended the academy and the Lati-
no volunteers. She led the parent orientation meetings. She is a secretary for the 
board of FAE and leads the Latino Context committee. Her children have partici-
pated in all of the programs that have been offered by the foundation. Her son 
served as a high school volunteer in the summer academy.   
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The Board of FAE: 
 

The Foundation for Academic Endeavors strives to promote 
an ecumenical, multi-cultural, and inclusive identity.  

Working together to affect change in our communities,  
we share a love for the vision to which we believe  

God has called us. 
 
 

Rosario Aguilar, El Camino de Emaús Lutheran Church 
Emilio Benitez, El Camino de Emaús Lutheran Church 
Mark Blindheim, Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
Dorothy Armstrong, St. Aiden’s Episcopal Church 
Marlene Rios, Representative of Latino community  
Kären Larson, St. James Episcopal Church 
Bill McGlinn, Redeemer Episcopal Church 
Robin Ringland, El Camino de Emaús Lutheran Church 
Carol Rodin, Christ Episcopal Church 
Deanna Scott, Representative of Family Promise  
Kate Scott, St. Augustine’s in-the-Woods Episcopal  
Julie Spangler, St. Augustine’s in-the-Woods Episcopal  
Zulema Gonzales, Representative of the Latino Community 
Laura Aguillares, Representative of the Latino Community 
Shirley Barrett, Christ Episcopal Church 
Matilde Martinez, Spanish/English Interpreter 
 

The Son of Reptile Man, from the Reptile Zoo in 
Monroe, introduces Summer Academy students  

to Lumpy the Alligator 

Foundation for Academic Endeavors (FAE) 

134 East Victoria Avenue 

Burlington, WA 98233 

SkagitFAE@gmail.com   

Find us on the Web! 

Skagitfae.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Stay up to date on activities and 
news:  ‘Like’ the Foundation for       

Academic Endeavors on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/skagitfae 


